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LAKE GOOLLELAL � MIDGE PROBLEM 
Grievance 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley) [11.00 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Environment. However, the 
Minister for Water will be responding to my grievance this morning. 

The SPEAKER: Order! If members wish to have private conversations, please take them outside. 

Ms A.R. MITCHELL: My grievance is about the midge problem at Lake Goollelal in my electorate of 
Kingsley. Lake Goollelal is the centrepiece of Yellagonga Regional Park. The people in my electorate are most 
fortunate to have Yellagonga Regional Park as part of their community. This park provides people of all ages 
with a wonderful opportunity to enjoy many forms of recreation, to exercise their pets and to observe the 
wonderful aspects of nature that occur in the park. The park adds greatly to the quality of life of many people. 
Many people from outside the suburb of Kingsley visit the park, and for many years people have purchased 
homes in this area because of the attraction of this park. The area around Lake Goollelal is a network of paths 
and viewing platforms. We are most fortunate to have this lake within our suburb.  

The problem is that during some months of the year, particularly before Christmas and in January, when people 
should be able to get the most out of this lake and park, they cannot because of the huge number of midges. This 
problem is very simple but at the same time very serious. I need to clarify that I am talking about midges, not 
mosquitoes. Therefore, it is not a health problem, but it is a serious environmental problem. These midges, small 
though they may be, are so numerous that they fly around in thick groups. They are everywhere. The problem is 
so great that people cannot go outside after dusk. I am not talking only about the park. People also cannot go into 
their own yards. The midges even come into people�s houses through the screens on the doors and windows. The 
houses and the windows need to be cleaned constantly because of the black film of midges that builds up on 
them. Many of these people are long-term residents of the suburb of Kingsley. They say that this problem has 
occurred only in the past couple of years and is becoming worse every year. This problem is not affecting only 
the people who live close to the lake. It is spreading across Wanneroo Road and into other suburbs. This 
wonderful amenity is causing great distress for many people. Many of the calls that my office receives are about 
this problem. In fact, the first calls of the day are usually from groups of residents to let me know how 
unpleasant the midge problem was the previous night. People have even brought digital photos and photos on a 
compact disc into my office to show me how bad the problem is. 

There are many theories about why this problem has become worse in recent years. These theories probably have 
great merit and authority. I suspect that any solution will need to involve a large number of stakeholders in both 
the short and the long term. The Department of Environment and Conservation has been very active in this area. 
It has developed a very good relationship with the City of Joondalup and with local community groups such as 
Friends of Yellagonga Regional Park. I am well aware of the need to balance the natural ecosystems and 
minimise the use of materials that could affect the natural systems within that precious environment. The 
Department of Environment and Conservation has been dealing with the midge problem by spraying the lake. 
However, this spraying is normally done only after the problem has become extremely severe. Testing is done 
periodically. We have been encouraging the department to do that testing because of the anecdotal evidence that 
we have been getting about the severity of the problem. One of the issues is that DEC prefers to spray only twice 
every season. The other issue is that the spraying is targeted only at the midge larvae. It does not address the 
problem with the adult midges. Even though these adults do not live for many weeks, those weeks are 
unbearable for the residents. The number of midges last summer was greater than anyone could have imagined, 
and it remained so high, even after the first spraying had been done, that even the department was concerned. As 
I have said, DEC and the City of Joondalup are working together well on this testing and spraying, and I trust 
that will continue in the coming season. However, I am concerned about the inconvenience in the short term that 
this is causing for the residents, because the problem is getting worse. Strategies need to be developed to create a 
solution that will overcome this problem not only now, but also in future years.  

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre � Minister for Water) [11.05 am]: I thank the member for Kingsley for her 
grievance. Under standing order 146, a minister or a member deputed has the right to reply to a grievance. I have 
been deputed to respond to this grievance on behalf of the Minister for Environment in the upper house. I thank 
the Minister for Environment for being kind enough to provide some advice in response to this grievance. 

Midges occur naturally in the wetland ecosystem on the Swan coastal plain. This is due to the high level of 
nutrients in the wetlands that can cause some midge species to multiply rapidly. Midges are a nuisance problem. 
I understand that the midge problem is impinging, as the member for Kingsley has said, on the aesthetics and 
sociability of the region. Midges do not bite, and they are, therefore, not considered a public health issue. 
Therefore, no standard approach has been adopted by local governments and the state government to address this 
matter. The poor quality of the water in Lake Goollelal can be attributed to factors such as the increased use of 
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fertilisers throughout the catchment area. The only long-term solution to address the midge problem is to reduce 
the amount of nutrients entering the wetland. The problem has been most severe, as the member has said, in the 
months leading up to Christmas and New Year. In the past two years, the Department of Environment and 
Conservation has treated the lake with a chemical larvicide called Abate. No financial support has been provided 
from the Cities of Joondalup and Wanneroo for the treatment of the lake, although it is fair to say that the City of 
Joondalup has been involved in monitoring activities. The use of Abate to treat the midges in Lake Goollelal is 
not the preferred option of DEC and is undertaken as a last resort. Abate is the only chemical larvicide that is 
registered for midge control in Australia at present. Unfortunately, it is a non-target pesticide that kills a suite of 
invertebrates, not just midge larvae, and it may have an effect on many of the waterbirds that inhabit the lake.  

A Midge Management Strategy Partnership Agreement 2005-2010 has been implemented. I have a copy of that 
agreement that I will table if members wish. That agreement also covers Lake Joondalup, which is located in the 
same region as Yellagonga Regional park, in which Lake Goollelal is located. It has been agreed to and 
implemented by the City of Joondalup, the City of Wanneroo and the Department of Environment and 
Conservation. The strategy includes research into long-term management solutions and arrangements for midge 
larvae monitoring as well as short-term treatment with an application of Abate. Half the cost of this strategy is 
met by DEC. I believe it would be appropriate for such a strategy to be applied also to Lake Goollelal.  

In summary, it is a significant nuisance to residents around Lake Goollelal in the months leading up to 
Christmas. Past experience shows that there have been low numbers of midges. However, with continued urban 
development and an increased nutrient flow into the catchment the situation has changed. DEC has advised me 
that the midge problem at Lake Goollelal is a symptom of the altered ecosystem. It has also advised that the only 
long-term viable solution is to reduce the nutrients entering the wetland. In the short term, treatment of the lake 
with Abate, a chemical larvicide, will be used as a last resort. In the past two years DEC has contributed in the 
order of $35 000 to treat Lake Goollelal with Abate. Improved coordination in management actions is required 
between the City of Joondalup, the City of Wanneroo and DEC to address the problem at Lake Goollelal.  

An approach similar to the midge management strategy partnership between the Cities of Joondalup and 
Wanneroo and DEC covering Lake Joondalup is needed for Lake Goollelal. The strategy includes not only short-
term, but also long-term research into a long-term management arrangement for midge larvae monitoring. I 
inform the member for Kingsley that the department is keen to participate in such a strategy for Lake Goollelal.  

[See paper 897.] 
 


